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THE DAY OF DECISION.

Tho Presidential oanvass which this day oomes 1
to an end has been wholly without precedent in I
the history of the country, whether regarded in its I
substantial issues or in its odllateral aspects. In I
the heart of a great civil revolution, stirring socio- I
ty to its lowest depths, the people have been oclled I
to consider the elements that make up the political I
situation, and to decide what direotion shall be I
impressed on the mighty current of the events |
passing before their eyes. I
Where so many influences have combined to dis- I

turb the judgments of men it would bo idle to look I
for serenity of opinions among all the adherents of I
any party, sinoe to the natural diversities of sen-1
timent and conduct which spring from differences I
of temperament, character, and education, have I
been added at this juncture the jealousies and bus- I
picions engendered by the nature of the great I
struggle in which the country is engaged. And I
henoe it is that in the jarring oonfliots of opinion I
we have seen men taking sides with the Adminis-1
tration or against it in the pending electoral oon-1
test without any regard to former political discri-1
minations. The fountains of the great deep have I
been broken up, and the surging waters have over¬

flowed all the ancient demarcations whioh once in-1
dioated the boundaries of different politioal organi-1
zations. Thus it is that we have seen ooalitions in
support of the Administration oomposed of men

representing all shades of former politioal opinion, I
and embracing all possible varieties of contemporary
oreeds, from William Lloyd Garrison to Edward
Everett, from John C. Fremont to Montgomery I
Blair, from men like Messrs. Wade and Davis to
men like Messrs. Seward and Bates. With views
as wide apart as the poles, all these diversities have I
found a motive for oombining in the support of the
same candidates.the only thing had in common

among them. In like manner, among the oppo¬
nents of th? Administration we have seen repre¬
sented an almost equal variety of ancient politioal
faiths. Men who but recently were among the I
most sealous of Republicans have united with I
Demoorats and Whigs in supporting the candidacy
of Gen. McClellan.

In sueh a ohaos of.opinions it must needs be that I
many are held in combination with each of the two
great bodies of oitisens who have been thrown to¬

gether in the support respectively of Mr. Lincoln
and General MoClellan without assuming any
responsibility whatever for the views of (heir
political assoeiates. When the New York Times,
edited by the ohief manager of the Presiden¬
tial oanvass on the part of the Republicans, does
not soruple to aot with suoh zealous and efficient
allies as Messrs. \^de and Davis, while denounc¬
ing them as men who " lead the van in the blind
race of radicalism and barbarism," we may be sure

that not only all political oonsistenoy, but even all
sense of political identity has been submerged by
the drift of events. And within the last few days
we hare seen a movement, headed by so respectable
a gentleman as Major Gen. Dix, designed to con-

oiliate support for tho Administration on the basis
of the Democratic party pure and simple.it being
represented by this branoh of the President's sup¬
porters that fidelity to the ancient Demoeratio creed
must bring the loyal adherents of that oreed into
confederation with the modern Ropublioans under
the emergent issues of the hour. In a word, they
hold that tho Republican party of to-day is the na¬

tural home of the Demoorats who would preserve
unoorrupted the traditions of that party which has
ruled the country under Jackson, Van Baren, Polk,
Pieroe, and Buohanan. New Republican is only
Old Democrat " writ large." |

It is known to oar readers that since the disso¬
lution of the Whig party we have not wholly aoted
with either the Republican or Democratic organi¬
sations. To the Democratio party, while it was in

power, we were almwt habitually opposed, for
though we waged against it no systematic opposi¬
tion, we were rarely able to concur with its princi¬
ple* or ita administrative measures. We thought
at the time, as wo still think, that under the lead
of Southern statesmen and agitators it steadily tend¬
ed to develop antagonisms which threatened the
equilibrium of our political system, and henoo wf

resisted all those sohemes of sootional aggrandize¬
ment whioh were initiated under ita auspioes, and
whiob, though urged in the name of national
interest?, seemed to ua fraught with damage to the
oommon weal.

But, while thus opposing the genoral policy of
the anoient Democratic party, we were juat as little
able to conour with the spirit and tendenoiea of
the Republican party, which being, in ita origin
and constitution, a reaction againat the extremea
of the Democracy, partook of the dangers attaohing
to all politioal reaotiona.pushing ita peculiar viewa
of public poliey to lengths out of all proportion
with tb« other great intereeta of the nation. And
so it eame to pass that " the North" and " the
Sooth" were at last arrayed against eaoh other un¬

der oolor of diverse politioal organizations. We
stood aloot from both, endoavoring as far as possi¬
ble to moderate against the violenoe of both with¬
out identifying ourselves with either .

We were not, therefore, among tho supporters
of Mr. lineoln at the last election, whioh develop-

ed a quadrangular content, with oandidacies repre¬
sented respectively by Mr. Iinooln, Mr. Breckin¬
ridge, Mr. Dooglas, and Mr, Bell. The exaotions
of the Southern wiag of the Democracy had result¬
ed in a scission of that anoient party, and the dis¬
union tendencies of that wing were now fully dis]
oloeed. As it la the nature of antagonisms in po-
litios mutually to support and feed each other, the
Republican party thrived on the dissensions of its
naest formidable rival. As has been truly said by
Mr. Greeley, "the engineers of the rebellion rf<-
*ired and labored for the Republican triumph of
I860." And he is equally true to history when he
adds; i

.. It wm to this end that they forced through the Senateof that yew the Jeff. Datip platform, whereby Mr. Dougla*
jSty"* I?.r&ISHL mSf ^hewgr ydje-
nridge and Lane a«ainst Do«*«l» and^ John.on AU
through the canvass we Republicans recQgniwt and treated
the bolters at our virtual and powerful allies. And when,
through their aid, we had elected Lincoln and Hamlin, our

triumph was no when more generally or openly exu lea
over won i» Charleston, the fountain and Jocus of the re¬

bellion."
It was in view of suoh a oo-operation between

th&e two sectional antagonisms that, as lovers of
tha Union, we oould never see our way clear to
join with either in the bonds of politioal fellowship.
But when Mr. Linooln was constitutionally elected
to .the Presidency we strove to the best of our ability
to resist the revolutionary projeots of tho South¬
ern politicians, and sought, within the sphere of
our influence as publio journalists, to conciliate for
him the confidence of the Southern people. In so

doing, we had to endure many reproaches, not only
from some who to-day are in arms against the Go¬
vernment, but from others who are now blatant in
denouncing as " traitors" all who do not prove their
loyalty by an unquestioning support of the present
Administration.
On Mr. Lincoln's accession to power, and after

the advent of civil war, we gave to his Adminis¬
tration the fulleat support it was in our power to
give. The hearts of the loyal people of the whole
nation were fused into one glowing mass of patriot¬
ism by the flames ofthe conflict. The politioal dross
of more than a quarter of a oentury was purged
away as in an instant by that fiery ordeal. Old
issues passed away. Wire-dra^n discriminations
about banks, tariffs, internal improvements, Ac
disappeared. The simple question was, "who
will support the Government against armed sedi
tion?" The simple object of the war, at the
same time, was avowed to be the restoration of the
Union under the Constitution.
To the support of the- Government, as established

by tha Constitution, we, are irrevocably pledged
«gan Jk*M**istt fitio*i And1 in supporting
the Government, as wa ooneeive, we have given to
the present Administration all the support we

oould honestly give it in consistency with our para
mount allegianoe to the Conatitution and the laws
When its measurea have seemed to us constitu¬
tional and expedient we have given them our earnest

co-operation. When they seemed otherwise, we

have never failed to indicate our opinion, as duty
and candor required at our hands. And just in

proportion as the Administration has, in our eyes
strayed from the simple paramount obligation im
posed upon it, to oonduct the war for the Union
under the Constitution, have been the frequency and
the earnestness of our diaaent from its policy and
measures, until in the end, when oalled to consider
the rival claims of Mr. Lincoln and Gen. McClellan
in the preaent oanvaas, it was not difficult to decide
which of them, in oonaiatency with our known
opinions, was entitled to reoeive our support, if we
took any aide in tha struggle. And while we aim
to be independent at all times, the thought of being
neutral in an emergency which more than ever

called for the honest activity of every good oititen
seemed to us little short of aotual treason to the
Republio. For such politioal indifferentism
have no toleration in a time like the present.
The support of the oandidaoy of Gen. MoClellan

followed so naturally and necessarily from the con

victions of political duty inculoated in these
lumna sinoe the outbreak of the war, that we have
never paused in tho intervals of the oanvass to offer
any explanations, muoh less any defenoe of our

course. We had simply t> ask which of the
two candidates frankly accepts the conditions of
our politioal problem as they were stated by Mr.
Linooln himself at a time when, in oommon with
the great mass of the nation, we were giving him
our confidence and aupport j for it was on the 4th
of July, 1861, that President Lincoln, in his
message to Congreaa, wrote as follows:

" Lett there be tome uneaaineaa in the mind* of candid
men aa to what it to be the oonrae of the Government
toward* the Southern Statea after the rebellion ihtll have
been auppresaed, the Executive 4mm it proper to iit, it
will be his purpose tbeo. m ewr, to be guided by the Con¬
stitution ud the Itwi; ud that he probably will have no
different understanding of the power* and duties or the
Federal Government relatively to the right* of the State*
and the people, under the Constitution, than that expressed
in the inaugural addreaa.

" He desires to preserve the Government, that it may
be adminiatered for all, aa it wa* administered by the men
who made it Loyal oitiaens every where have the right
to claim thia of thair Government, and the Government
ha* no right to withhold or negleot It. It i* not pereeived
that, in giving it, there la any eoereion, any conquest, or

any subjugation, in any Just *en*e of those term*.'

That was then the platjorm of President Lin
ooln, as it wu out*. To-day it if the platjorm of
Gen. MoClellan, |s it still is onri. Standing on

this platform wo were willing to oo-operate with

Republicans in 1861. Standing on this platform
we have been willing to oo-operate with Demoorats
in 1864. What we were not willing to do in 1861
and what we are not willing to do in 1864 is to

desert this platform of principles for the sake of
following the lead of any party in sohemea whioh
we believe to be subversive of the Constitution and
fatal to the Union. We ean yield mnoh in the way
of administrative measttres, bat we oannot yield
the fundamental principles of our politioal polity
as we understand them. We eannot turn revolu¬
tionists in the set of suppreesing sedition, and
henoe it is that, in the present eleotion, we have

preferred to aot with that party whioh, without re¬

gard to anteoedonta, seemed to ua the moet conser¬

vative of the vital principles of the Government,
as involved in our present complication. It has not
been with us a question whioh of the parties ia the
past was the wisest and the best, but whioh to-day
is best fitted to oheck the tendencies whioh have
reoeived too much development and impulse from
the drift of events during the last four years. We
believe that our political « machine" is in danger
from the velocity of its movement in the new direc¬
tion impressed on it by the predominant wing of
the Republican party. We oheerfully recog¬
nise the foot that the Republican party num¬

bers among ita adherents many with whom
we could cordially sympathize if their opin¬
ions gave .color and complexion to the Admin¬
istration, but we have not muoh oonfidenoe
that they will be able to maintain their posi.
tion in that party, and at the same time main¬
tain the consistency and integrity of their opin¬
ions. The drift of the last two years has seemed
to us pregnant with warning on this point. If
we have fallen out of the current it is because we

were not willing to swim with it.
At tho same time we know there is a wing of

the Demooratio party no less impracticable and
exacting in its demands than the so-called " radical
wing" of tho Republicans. Not being identified
with the one party any more than the other, wo

supposo ourselves free to discuss the dangerous
tendencies of eaoh, and if Mr. Linoolo, during his
Administration, had manifested as much stead¬
fastness against what he oalls " the Greeley fac¬
tion" as Gen. MoClellan has shown in regard to
" the Vallandigham faotion," we might have seen

our way clear to support his pretensions to a re¬

election, notwithstanding our old Whig addiction
tD "the one term principle." As it was, in oom-

mon with the great mass of our political associates,
we have felt it our duty to labor for the election of
that candidate who promised to look with a single
eye to the restoration of the Union under the Consti¬
tution, and who seemed least likely to be jostled
from his purpose by extraneous influences.

It may be that we have erred in the course we have
taken. Wo do not pretend to be infallible in matters
as to whioh we suppose ourselves to see so much fal¬
libility iu many others. It is certain that no path
of duty has ever seemed dearer to our eyeB, with
suoh lights as we were able to bring to a discovery
of the way in whioh we should walk. Whatever
may be the award of this day's arbitrament at the
ballot-box, whether it shall appear that we have
acted with the many or the few, we shall have the
consciousness that we consulted honestly, if not

wisely, for the welfare of the oountry. We fully be¬
hove that the part we have ohosen "will stand the
test of human scrutiny and of time." And what¬
ever may be the result of the election, we have
the same theory of civil obligation to propound for
our own guidanoe and for the guidance of our coun¬

trymen. So long as Gen. McClellan and Mr. Lin¬
coln were before the people as candidates Jor the
Presidency, it became the duty as it was the right
of all to canvass with freedom, if only with can¬

dor, their respective claims to public confidence.
But when the contest has been decided let there

as far as possible, an end of strife and debate.
If the choice of the people shall fall on Gen.

MoClellan, it will be the duty of his opponents,
equally with his supporters, to give to him, as

President, the support he is entitled to claim from
all good citizens as the constitutional head of tho
nation. And botween Mr. Lincoln, the candidate
of his party, and Mr. Lincoln, the President of the
United 8tates, there is a wide difference. In the
former character he can ask to be supported only
by those who ooncur with him in his opinions and

policy. In the latter character he may rightly ask
to be upheld in the discharge of his constitutional
functions by citizens of all parties alike. And
when we call to mind the disoordant element!
which enter into tho composition of both the par¬
ties respectively supporting the candidacies of Gen.
McClellan and Mr. Lincoln, it must be apparent to
all that the success of either will impose upon pa,
triotio citizens, without distinction of party, the
duty of avoiding a factious opposition to the one

or the other, sinoe, in any event, the intrinsic
difficulties of the position of either must be greatly
enhanoed by the divergent views of the supporters
of each, whether Gen. MoClellan or Mr. Lincoln
shall be installed in the Presidential chair for
the next four years. Those who, on the one hand

1 or on the other, apprehend the most disastrous
consequences from the elevation of Oen. MoClcllan
or of Mr. Linooln to power, should not despair of
the Republic, but are bound bj the very sincerity
of their apprehensions to labor, within the sphere
of their influenoe, for the oorreotion of tendenoits
to evil.giving to the Administration, whoever
may be the incumbent of the Presidential offico, all
the support that can be given in consistency with
a sonsc of duty to the Constitution and the public
welfare. And it will equally be the duty of the
President eleot to remember that, in aooeding to

the disoharge of his official duties, he oeases to be
the exponent of a mere party, and is oalled by the
moral necessities of his position to respeot as much
the rights of the minority of his fellow-citicens as

the will of the majority.

M«j. Geo. Marmadnke, Brig. Oen. Cabell, and four rebe
oolonela, captured by General Pleaaanton at the battle of

Osage, l«f( St. Lonia on Tharcdtjr for Joboaon's Tiland.

THE ST. ALBAN S ROBBERS
The proceeding at Montreal on Friday, in the oaae of

the St. Alban'a robbers, are stated to bare been very aa-

tiafaotory. Several of tbe robbers were identified, alio
some of lbs money ato'en. Upon oonaultation with the
United States authorities, it waa determined to proceed
with one oase in order to aave time; sfcd by tbe decision
of that eaae, if in favor of tbe United States, the whole
will be remanded ander tbe extradition treaty If the de-
oiaion ia adverse to tbe United States, they hare reserved
the right to tahe up any of the other oases.

THREE REBEL PRIVATEERS.
The rebel* have now three steamers committing depre-

dations on the ooaat. The Chickamauga, which ran out
frem Wilmington on the night of the 27th of October, baa
aioce destroyed three vessels. Their eaptaioa and crewa
arrived at New York on Friday on board the barque Abra¬
ham Lincoln, which waa also captured and bonded f<*
$1^,000. The Chickamauga is represented to be a screw
steamer, carrying three guns and a crew of one hundred
and fifty men.
The steamer Chesapeake, on her way to New York on

Friday from Portland, waa boarded by the United States
ontter Kewanoa, and her captain informed that the Talla-
hustiee was on the coaat and had destroyed several vessels.
A British schooner also arrived at New York on Fri¬

day evening with twenty-eight persons belonging to three
vessels that had been captured and destroyed by the rebel
steamer Olustee. One of the vessels destroyed waa fhe
achooner A. J. Bird, Capt. French, of and from Rockland,
for Waahmgton, (D. C.) with a cargo of lime, laths, and
potirfoea. The crew were ordered on board the ateamer,
and the ichooner acnttled. The Oluatee is an iron screw
steamer of eleven hundred tons burden, rigged with two
smoke-staoka, two sorews, and very fast, and ran out from
Wilmington on the 30th ultimo.

The following letter has been received by the Govern,
ment in reference to the new piratical ateamer to be oom
manded by Capt. Semmes:

United States Consulate,
Liverpool October 18, 1864.

8l£: The English serew steamer Sea King, built at
Glasgow in 1863, cleared for Bombay and tailed from
London on the 8th instant, with a large quantity of coal,
fifty tons of metal, and a crew of forty-seven men, in cotn-
maad of Capt. Cobbett. Mr. Cisco, United States Con
sular Agent at Dover, says he has reliable information
that Capt. Semmes is to have this vessel. From what is
known at this offico about the Sea King, independent of
the ioformaiioQ of Mr. Cisoo, I have oot tha le&it doubt
she is the vesael the steamer Laurel is to meet, and that
Capt. Semmes, with the officers, men, and guns taken out
in the Laurel, will be transferred to her. Their place of
meeting is Dot known to me.
The Sea King is a very fast, strongly-built and fine look¬

ing screw steamer, built of wood, with iron frame, and
coppered, about one thousand.tons burden, and two hun¬
dred and twenty-two feet long, one funnel, three bright
masts, sbip rigged with wire rigging, heavily sparred, ma¬

chinery shaft the mainmast. No doubt her name will be
changed.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Thomas H. Dudley, Consul.

EXCITEMENT IN TRENTON.

Collision Between a Railroad Train and a Mr-
Clellan Procenion.The Train Attacked.

The Washington through mail train, which started from
Jersey City at half paat 7 o'clock on Friday night, en¬

countered a McClellan procession on the track of the road
in Trenton, and a serious collision occurred. The speed
of the train had alaekened in order to run over the bridge
at the ordinary slow rate, and when it became evident that
a collision must occur, an effort waa made to stop the en¬

gine, but it struck the hind wheel* of the wagon, carrying
the end of the vehicle about twenty feet, and upsetting the
boat and the ladies. Fortunately none of them were killed,
and none, it is said, were seriously injured. The excite¬
ment at the time waa fearfnl. Several hundred men gath¬
ered round the engine, which had stopped The engineer
and firemen fled for their lives, and escaped in the ooufu-
.ion. The mob beoame infuriated and undertook to de-
stry the locomotive. They threw atonea at the engine,
breaking the reflector and injuring it ia other respeots.
"*bey crowded themselves on it and on the ears, mad man¬
aged to run the train back to tbe depot. Afterwards
another engine waa procured, and its engineer, who was
known to be friendly to the crowd, attempted to take the
train ob ita way, bnt the mob threatened him, and he waa
not permitted to proceed. Feariog that the track would
be destroyed, or the bridge be burned, the attempt to go
forward waa abandoned. 8ubaequently, when tbe train
had been delayed more than an hour, some of tbe leaders of
£he procession were conciliated. These men rode on tbe
engine declaring to the crowd that it PTu " all right," and
so the train was taken out of Trenton.

TERRIBLE RAILROAD DISASTER.
We have already announced in our telegraphic columns

the occurrence of a terrible railway aocident near Lafay¬
ette, Indiana, on Monday last. The following particulars
are from the Indianapolis Journal:
"At 3 55 P. M the passenger express train north, on the

Lafayette and Indianapolis railroad, and extra stock train
south, which left here at three o'clock, collided one and a
half miles north of Culver's station, causing serious loss of
li'e. The baggage car was driven clear through the first
passenger car. Most of the killed were returned and lur-
loughed soldiers, who bad aerved over three years, and
were returning home. One of the killed had been con¬
fined thirteen months over his time io Libby Prisoa, and
was just returning. One drafted man from Boone county
was Jound with one leg broken and the other lying near
with his boot, completely severed. One man, came uu-
known, had the whole top of his head taken clean off.
Sixteen persons were almost instantly killed and a large
number wc unded, fourteen of whom have sinoe died."

RULES FOR VOTING IN BALTIMORE.
At a meeting of tbe Judges or Election, held at tbe

Criminal Court room on Thuraday evening last, it was
1st. Rttolvri, That the oath preacribed in tbe new Con*

stitution be put to every person tffering to vote, ami that
they also be sworn to answer truly all such questions as

may be propounded to tbern.
2d. That tbe simple taking of the oath will not be consi¬

dered by the Judges conclusive evidence of loyalty.
*

:id 'lhat the Judges be instructed to put such other ques¬
tions to voters, outside of the oath prescribed by the Uon
stitution, as sba I satisfy them that the p »rty ffrriog to
vote is not a rebel or a rebel sympathizer.

4 th. Ihat tbe Judges be requested to commit any ronton
offering to vote who, in their opinion, has uw-trn l^ae!y.

Hy order of the Judges of Election:
Wm. Stirling, Chairman.

David W. Gray, Secretary.

AN UNPREJUDICED OPINION

Ei tract of a Letter from an ayed and eminent
Citizen oj Ohio to the Editort.

Highland County, Ohio, October 31,1804.
To the Editort of the National InUU.igtne.tr.
Gentlemen : I have long shared with my household

in the benefit and pleasure which your journal baa im¬
parted. We belonged to tbe tame political party, (old
line Whig,) and although opposed to Mr. Lincoln'* deo-
tion, we were disposed to support bis Administration. I
soon became satisfied tbat the abolition element woald
hare a controlling influence upon tbe President and his
Cabinet, and that ultra measure* upon the subject of elav-
eiy would be adopted. My worst fears and predictions
were tolly realised, and after the President's proclamation
of emancipation and confiseation, I came to the conclusion
that Mr. Lincoln's re election to the Presidency would
prove a great misfortune for tbe nation, and possibly a

distolution of tbe Union. I have not changed that opinion.

MARYLAND ELECTION FRAUDS.
We have already alluded to tbe factthat in tbe return of

the votes of the Denton district, in Csroline county, in the
Btate of Maryland, at the late election had on the new

Constitution, but forty-seven votes appeared " against tho
Constitution," whereas eighty nine voters, whose names

appear upon the poll books, have publicly certified and
avow their willingness to swear that tbey voted " against
the Constitution." We have before us a late number of
the Denton (Md.) Journal eontaioing the certificate ol
these voters, authenticated by their proper signatures.
Independently of these eighty-nine names, our contemporary
enumerates the names of other citizens of the same dis¬
trict known to have voted against the Constitution No
steps, of course, have been taken for the punishment of
three election frauds, because tbey were committed in the
iotemt of the party io power.

FROM THE SOUTH.

The Bichmond Whig of tho lit instant contain* the fol-
lowing letter of Mr. Stephens, the Vioe President of the
Southern Confederacy, to Mr. William King, who was the
bearer of the message of Qen. Sherman, inviting Mr. Ste
f)hens to a conference on the aabjeet of peace:

* Crawfordsville, (Ga.) Oct. 1,1864. .

Wm, Kino, Sr., Esq..Sir : I have considered tbe mes¬
sage you delivered me yesterday from Oen. Sherman with
all the set iousneaa aud gravity due the importance of the tab
jeot. The message was a verbal invitation, by him throogb
you, to me to visit him at Atlanta, to sea if we oould agree
upon some plan of terminating thia fratricidal war without
the further effusion of blood.
The object ia one which addresses itself with peculiarinterest and great force to every well wisher of bis coun¬

try.to every friend of humanity.to every patriot.to
every one attached to the principles of self governmentestablished by our common ancestors. I need not assure
you, therefore, that it is an object very dear to me. There
is no sacrifice I would not make, abort of principle and
honor, to obtain it; and no effort would I apare, under the
same limitations, with any reasonable or probable prospectof auooess. But, in tba present instance, the entire ab¬
sence of any power on my part to enter into such negotia¬tions, and the like absence of any suoh power on his part,
so far aa appears from hi* message, necessarily precludes
my acceptance of the iovitation thus tendered.

In communicating this intentioa t> Gen. Sherman, you
may also say to him that if he is of opinion that there ia
any prospect of our agreeing upon any terms of adjust-
ment to be submitted to the action of our respective Go¬
vernment*, even though be has no power to act in adranoe
in the premises, and will make thia known to me in aome
formal and authoritative manner, (being ao desirous for
peace himself aa you represent him to have expressed
himrelf,) i would most cheerfully and willingly, with the
consent of our authorities, accede to his request thus
manifested, aod enter with all tbe earneatnesa ot my nature
upon the responsible and arduous task of restoring peace
and harmony to tho country, upon tbe principles of honor,
right, and justice to ell parties. This does not seem to me
to be at all impossible, if truth and reason should be per¬
mitted to have their full sway.

Tours, moat respectfully,
Alexander H. Stephens.

THE SURPRISE OF SUNDAY NIGHT.
The Richmond Enquirer of the 1st instant contain j the

following despatoh from Gen. Lee, giving the results of
tbe surpriee of a part of our line on Sunday night last:

Headquarters Army Northern Virginia,
October 31, 1864.

Hon. James A. Seddon, Secretary of War;
Gen. Mahcne penetrated the enemy's pioket line last

night near Petersburg, and swept it for half a mile, cap¬
turing two hundred aud thirty officers and men, without
the loss of a man. The total number of prisoners captured
en the 17th below Petersburg, according Gen Hill's re
port, was seven hundred. b. E. Lee.

THE VOTE OF THE NAVY.
We published on Thursday a letter from an officer in

the squadron off Foitress Monroe giving the vote of the
crews of some of tbe fleet. The following from the New
York World furnishes some further particulars of political
sentiment amenj the sailors:

" Tho great emergency of tbe Presidential election
hns caused to be dispatched a three-masted revenue
steamer to take the Presidential votes of the seamen at
Hilton Head, at Key West, and in the Gulf. With this
steamer hi» gone a' commisaoner,' who understand)* bis
business. Going on board tbe United States steamer Key¬
stone State, for example, tbii commissioner requests the
officers te call np the men, and the men having been called
he asked them to give in their vote*. The first sailor
called asked for a McClellan ticket. 'I have no suoh
tickets,' replied the commissioner,'* aod I wan't only Lin-
cola tote*. Five such yote< only being obtained, he left
the Keystone State in dirguit. Six Lincoln vote* were ia
like manner obtained by the revenue cutter in the tatbe
harbor, and the crew of the steamer Mattabeset having
been told that all who did not vote for Linooln might go
to quarter*, the whole crew, with the exception of one
man, to went."

SOLDIERS ON THEB WAY HOME
The newspapers on the line of travel northward state

that the different railroads have awarmed for several days
past with soldiers sent home to vote. A Baltimore de¬
spatch says that on Thursday night last that city was

crowded with soldiers and civilians seeking transportation
North. Tho Northern Central railroad was unable, either
at night or the next morning, to accommodate the orowds
who sought passage by that route. A Washington de»
¦patch, dated on Friday, in speaking of the travel from
this city, eaya.

" The Baltimore and Ohio railroad baa bet-n able during
tbe whole waa to meet all tbe demands of the public and
the Government until to day, when its utmost oapacity
was insufficient to accimmodate the immenae crowd of
voters going home to participate in the elect on. The De¬
partments are completely depopulated, the Government
employes.having been invited by printed circulars to accept
furlougba and go home to vote."

THE FOREIGN RECRUITS OF BOSTON.
The Boston Journal of tbe 4th instant, alluding to the

importation by Boston of foreign reoruita to fill ber quotas
in the army of the United States, pronounces these re¬

cruits to be of a class " infinitely superior to the scum of
the oities, thieves, blacklegs, and bounty jumpers who have
filled the quotas of other places which are no lavish in their
abuse of Boston,*' and adduces the following testimony id

their behalf, as oontained in a private letter from a staff
officer in the first brigade first division of the Nineteenth
Army Corps, tn which the Thirtieth Massachusetts is at¬
tached ;

" The Thirtieth Massachusetts received to day (Ootober
23) another ' invoice of Dutchmen.* Massachusetts has
shown an enterprise in importing those men worthy of a
different appreciation. The men are splendid soldiers.
real, trained, ' born and bred' soldiers. The carriage of
their body and limbs shows that they have done duty bo-
fore, and not in any volunteer army. They have medals
and stones of charging the Redan and Malakoff that are

very interesting to those who oharged at Fisher's Hill and
Ce tar Creek. They represent almost every European
army. I called tbem ' Dutchmen' wrongly. All they want
to make them happy, they say, is a time d'abri.shelter
trnt. Like all old soldiers, they are seouriog and robbing
a good part of the time; and tbe batch received th^ other
day have employed themselves in gathering odd bits of
wood and tying them inte faggots. We should be pleased
to receive many more like them."

FROM GEN. GRANT'S ARMY.

A note from tbe Army of tbe Potomao, dated on Thurs.
day, says : " The situation of affairs remains unchanged,
and the men are making themselves oomfortable by build¬
ing log-houses. A severe storm set in yesterday morLing,
and st II continuer, making travelling any thing but

pleasant."
The New York Express states that duiing Saturday

last " a large number of troops, from what was reoently
Gen. Butler's department, arrived in the oity of New
York, including three hundred and seventy men of the
United States infantry from City Point. Speculation is
rife as to tbe business of these troops here, but the gen*
ral impression is that they have come home to vote. '

FROM GEN. SHERIDAN'S ARMY

There are no new movements in the Shenandoah Valry
to notice, every thing there being reported still qniet. T)>e
guerrillas are said to be very active between Sheridan's
headquarters and Martinsburg.
Four Philadelphia regiment*,"from Sboridau's army.

vii. the 82d, 114th, 119th, and 138th.forming a brigade
of the Sixth Army Corps, are announeed as having passed
through the city of Baltimore on Friday night and Satur¬

day morning, on their way home to vote. This brigade is

under the command of Col. Bsssett, snd the men, it is said,
are delighted at their goad luok in being ordered home.

a surprise as sndden to them as it was agreeable

Brigham Young has just finished a tour among the

southern settlements of Utah". He visited thi ty-seven of
them, and spoke thirty nine times.

THE TREATMENT OP NEGBO 80LD1EBB
Headquarters Armv Nortiierk Viroisia,

October 19, 1:64.
Lieut. Or.n. U. 8 Grant, commanding U. 8. Armies.
General : In aooordance with Instructions from the

honorable Secretary of the Confederate Stated, I have tbe
honor to call your attention to the aubjnet of two commu¬
nications recently addressed by Ms) Gen B F Butler, an
officer under your oommand, to the Hon. Kobt. Ou'.d, com¬missioner for the exchange df prisoners. For the better
understanding of the matter, I enoloae oopiea of the com¬
munications.
You will perceive by one of them that the writer has

Cced a number of officera and men belonging to the Con-
erate service, priaonera of war captured by the United

State* forcea, at labor in the canal at Dutch Gap,, in re¬
taliation, aa is alleged, for a like number of Federal c >1-
ored soldiers, priaonera of war in our bauds, who ate aaij
to hare been put to work on our fortiflcationa. The evi¬
dence of tbia faot ia fouad in the affidavits of two deserters
from our serrioe.
The other letter refera to a oopy of a notice i««ned by a

Confederate officer commanding a camp near Hicbmond,sal iag upon the ownera to oome forward and establish
their claims to oertain negroes in the cuatody of that offi-
cer. The writer of the letlet proceeds to state that a »uie
of th$ negroei mentioned in the 0®liw wo keheved to ba
aoldiera of the United 8tales ¦ray, oaptured in arm*, and
that, upon that belief, he haa ordered to auch manual labor
aa he deems moat fitting to meet the exigency an equiva¬lent number of prisoners of war held by the United htites,and announcea that he will ooutlnue to order 10 lab'»r cap¬tives in war to a number equal to that of all the United
States aoldiera whom he haa reason to be ieve are he d to
service or labor by the Confederate forcea, until be .-ball
be notified that the alleged practice on the part of the
Confederate autboritiea haa ceased.

Before stating the facta with refercooe to the particular
negroes alluded to, I beg to explain the policy pursued by
the Confederate Government toward thia claao of persona
when capture! by our foroea.

.All negroea in the military or naval aervioe of the Uni¬
ted Staiea taken by us, who a.e not identified aa the pro¬
perty of citiaena or reaidenta of any of the Confederate
atatea, are regarded aa priaonera of war, beiog held to be
proper aubjecta of exchange, aa I recently had the honor
to inform you. No labor ia exacted from auch priaonera
by the Confederate autboritiea.
Negroea who owe aervice or labor to citifena or reai<

dents of the Confederate States/and who, through com-
puUiun, perauaaion, or their own accord, leave their owners
and are placed in the military or naval aervice of the United
States occupy a different poaition.

. ,,The right to the aervioe or labor of negro s'aves in hs
Cotfederate Statea ia the aame now aa when the Statea
were meuibera of the Federal Union. The constitutional
relations and obligations of the Confederate States t» the
ownera of thia apeciea of p.openy are the aame aa those ao

frequently and ao long recogniaed aa thoae appertaining to
the Government of the United Statea with rHerenoe to the
same claaa of persona by virtue of ita organic law
From the earliest period of the independency of the

American Statea it haa been held that one of th« duties in¬
cumbent upon the aeveral common governments under
which they have from time to time been a^oo ated waa
the return to their lawful ownera of slaves recaptured
from the public euemy. It ha* been uniformly held that
the capture or abduction of a slave does not impair the
right ot the ownerto auch alave, but that the right attaches
to him immediately upoo recapture
Suoh waa the praotioe of the American Statea during

their straggle for independence. The Government under
which tbey were then associated restored to the owoera
»lavea abduoted by the Bnttah loroea and subsequently re-
nnutured bv the American armies,?u the war of 1812 with Great Britain the course pur
sued by the United Statea Government waa th* aame. and
it recogniaed the right of the owner to the alavea r ecaptured
from the enemy. Both the Continental and United Mate.
Governmeuta, in fact, denied that the at>duction of slaves
waa a belligerent right; and the latter Power insisted
upon, and ultimately aeoured by treaty, pecuniary in¬

demnity from the Britiah Government for alavea taken by
ita forcea during the war of 1812-

,ft nd it ia auppoeed that a alave belonging to a cil.xeu of
a State in whioh slavery Is recognised, aud which is re¬
garded as one of the United States, were to escape into
the Confederate States, or be oaptured or abducted by
their armies, the legal right of the owner to reclaim htm
would be aa clear now aa in 1812, the Constitution of the
United Statea being unchanged in this particular, and that
instrument haviog been interpreted in the judicial deci¬
sions, legislative and diplomatic acta and correspondence
of the United States, as imposing upon that Government
the duty of protecting, in all cases coming witlmi the
scope of its authority, the ownera of slavea, aa well aa of
any other kind of property recogniaed aa auch by the
several tttntoi.
The Confederate Government, bound by the aame con¬

stitutional obligationa, considers, aa that of the United
did that the epp'ure or abduction of a nearo alave doea
not preclude the lawful owner from reclaiming htm when
captured, and I am instructed to aay that all auch alavea,
when properly identified aa belonging to citu na of any of
the Confederate Statea, or to peraoos enjoying the pro¬
tection of their lawa, will be restored, like other recap¬
tured private property, to those entitled to them.

Having endeavored to explain the general policy of the
Confederate Government with regard to thia subject,
bes leave to atate the facta concerning tbe particular trans-
actions referred to in the enclosed communications.
The negroes reoently captured by our forcea were seat

to Richmond w th other Federal prisoners Alter their
arrival it was discovered that a number of them were
alavea belonging to citi«*ns or reaidenta of aome of the
Confederate States ; and of thia class fifty-nine, aa I learn,
were aent, with other negroea, to work on the fortifications
around Bichmood until their owners should appear and
claim them. As soon aa I waa informed of tbe fact, less
than two days afterwarda, not wishing to employ them
here I ordered them to be sent to the rear By a misap¬prehension of the engineer officer in charge twy¦ we«
transferred to our lines south of the James river, but w hen
Aonriied of the error, I repeated tbe order for their re¬

moval If any negroes were included among this numberSZTwew not identified a. the slaves of ei&eos or rest-JeutaTf aome of the Confederate States, theywe^soia-rluled without tbe knowledge or authority of the War De-

««rArf.fl would have been corrected.
It only remains for mo to say that negroea employed

noon our fortifications are not allowed to be plaoed * here
tbfT will be eipoaed to fire, and there ia no foundation (oriny statement to the contrary. The author of the
niratiooa referred to has considered himself Jusufi-d by
the reports oftwo deaeiters, who do not allege that the
negroes in question were exposed to any danger iu placing
our prisoners under the fire of our batteries.

In view of tbe explanations of the S?ktjsttoJlJwtlw. respectfully to

EESz "^f-tu-*
n-peclfully, joar

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UWITED STATES,
October 29, 1864.

Un. R L. Lrs, C. S. A.
Commanding Army Northern Virginia.

General: Understanding from your letter of the 19th
that the colored prisoners who were employed at work to

the trenches near Fort Gilmer have been withdrawn, I
have directed the withdrawal of tbe Confederate pri«ouera
employed in the Dutch Gap canal.

1 (ball always regret the necessity of retaliating for
wrongs done our soldiers ; but regard it uiy duly to pro¬
tect all persona received into tbe army of the United
States, regardless of color or nationality. Wbeo aokuowl-
edged aoldiers of tbe Government are captured they mast
be treated as prisoners of wsr, or suob treatment aa tbey
receive will he inflicted upon an equal number of pneonera
held by tie. -

,

I have nothing to do with tbe discassion of the iltTiry
question; therefore decline answering ttie arguments ad¬

duced to'show the right to return to former owuers such
negroes as are captured from our army.

In answer to tbe question at tbe conclusion of your let¬
ter, I hare to state that all prisoners of war falling into
my bands shall receive the kindest treatment poasible, oon-

«istent with securing them, rnlesa I have go< d authority
fur believing any number of our men are being treated
otherwise. Then, painful aa it may be to me, 1 aball in¬
flict like treatment on an equal number of Confederate
prisoners.
H >ping that it may never become my duty to order re¬

taliation upon any mtn held as a prisoner of war, I bave
the honor to be, very respeotfully, your obedient servant,

U. 8. Gkast, Lieutenant General.

The recent report in regard to the privateer Tallahassee*
being off tbe Delaware breakwater originated by a aaiut*
tired from Fort Delaware on tbe arrival of the United
State* gaoboet Galeae.


